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A skilled ship model maker

once said:

“I only make ship models so I 

have an excuse to buy tools”

I would add: buy only when the 

price is right, always look for a 

deal.  

Marvin Bryant sometime in the early 1980’s



Once you settle on a 

vessel and have a 

good plan

The type of model you make will influence the tools you need



If you build from scratch with wood, you will need a lot 

more tools, some of them full size. 

Or you can buy pre-milled stock to your specification, 

or build a kit. 



Re-saw

   using a

Band saw

    or a

Table saw



Joint first edge and side



Surface to correct lift thickness



Thickness Sander to achieve proper 

scantling thickness



Saw 

some more



Finished, scale 

milled stock



For cutting out all those built-up frames 



Once your material is ready, you 

need a mess of proper hand tools 

and other power tools to hold, 

manipulate, prepare, join, turn, cut, 

sand, and finish the parts you 

make. Here are a lot of the tools I 

use regularly.



Vises for your Vices





Sanding



Drilling, some milling, drum sanding, etc.



Roto-tool

 and

 Pin Vise



Micro threading



Things as 

simple as drill 

charts are 

invaluable 

tools



Clamps. The saying goes…you can never have enough.





Odd clamps





Power Arm



Small shop Lathe





The chopper



Chisels



Hand saws



The plane truth about planes



Hand knives



Heat



Height

gauge



Accurate measurement





Go, no - go



Awl shucks



Cutting Guide



Entomology



Dental tools…I mean decking tools



Filed under “F” for file





File your nails

 while waiting for the glue to dry

Or you can make your own



Tool rack



Pliers, etc





Misc



Special jigs



No Cyano here
Its back here

behind the tool rack





Painting systems



Hi-tech storage



The vault





The brush off



Hobbit hole

Real evidence of a 

Bill Clarke ship model



All of this to produce…
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