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Captain’s Log 10.11.25 

 

Fifteen Minutes of Fame 

Winning a model contest was a peculiar kind of 

achievement. For about a quarter of an hour, I was a 

star. People nodded with admiration, someone asked 

whose paint I used, and I briefly wondered if I should 

hire an agent, maybe the cat. For those 900 seconds, I 

was no longer just a man with glue on his fingers—I 

was the man with glue on his fingers. 

I thought winning would change everything. Maybe a 

book deal. Maybe Netflix calling for “The Crown: The 

Model Ship Episode.” At the very least, I figured I’d 

be autographing someone’s instruction sheets.  

Au contraire. The applause faded, the awards went on 

a shelf, and I was back in the workshop, muttering at 

tweezers and looking for the part I’d dropped on the 

floor. Fame, it turns out, doesn’t stop photo-etch from 

bending the wrong way. For those glorious minutes, I 

was the toast of the modeling world—or at least the 

three people who congratulated me before heading to 

the vendor tables. 

But those 15 minutes were grand. For one shining 

quarter-hour, I was a modeler in the spotlight. When 

the limelight faded, I discovered it was just a flash-

light—and the batteries ran out. And that’s all the ce-

lebrity I need… until next year’s contest.—SD 
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More on Gene’s (and others) Fifteen 

Minutes…...sorry, Craig 

 

...and Warren received this in an email from                         

Squadron Hobbies 

Ryland forwarded this from the NRG’s Secretary’s Newsletter: 

IPMS NEWS! 

Ordinarily, we would send out a newsletter in October, but we just 

couldn't wait to let the membership know about our successful foray to 

the International Plastic Modelers Society (IPMS) National Conven-

tion! 

The IPMS National Convention occurred this past August 6-9 in 

Hampton Roads, Virginia, and the Nautical Research Guild was in at-

tendance for the second year.  This annual event attracts thousands of 

model builders from around the world. The NRG is a Chapter Club in 

Region 13, the virtual club region. Not only did we have a table in the 

vendor's area, but four presentations were given by NRG members, in-

cluding three of your Directors. 

Just like last year, our goal was to make IPMS members and visitors 

aware of the diversity of model ship building and, of course. the exist-

ence of the Guild. We met a lot of interesting people and gained six 

new members. We also had a great time socializing with the Hampton 

Roads club.  

This year we were able to convince the IPMS to start a new category 

for their model contest: wooden sailing models. Guild members David 

Chelmow and Ryland Craze were awarded second and third in that cat-

egory. Members Theodore Fazio and Mike Wheaton took first and 

third in the plastic sailing ship category. But the modeling star of the 

Convention was NRG member Gene Berger! He took first place in sev-

eral categories with Olympia, PT-117, and SS United States. Gene's BB

-39 USS Arizona not only won the best ship award but also the Grand 

Award for best of show. Way to go Gene! There are hundreds of cate-

gories in the competition, so if we missed your model, be sure to let the 

office know. 

Spreading the NRG Word: Directors Dan 
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From: Don Good 

To: Editor  

Sat, Sept 27  

 

Editor, 

No good deed goes unpunished. I assisted with a weeklong 

local summer kids’ program that was maritime based. My 

part in the program was the building of a model boat with 

the kids. Any small boat kits that we found were too costly 

and well above the kid’s skill sets, or they rest were just 

way too basic just a tiny boat shaped slab and stick mast a 3 

minuet build at best. I thought about what type of watercraft 

would be an easy build and a simple pull ferry was my 

choice. I developed a kit for our ferry. The hull and all parts 

were precut and packaged. The kits were ready to build. No 

sharp tools would be involved safety first. Just some glue. 

What could go wrong. 

On the day of our build 23 kits were handed out to the kids I 

had four adult helpers so far so good. I had a bag of small 

glue brush but the library wanted to use their brushes. That 

was mistake number one we would find out the brushes 

were too big. Mistake number two was when the glue was 

poured into paper plates this act may have caused a shortage 

of white glue in the Eastern United States. Number three 

happened when I instructed the budding builders to take out 

the kit parts and sort the parts in front of them. That act 

alone resulted in bags of wood being up ended and parts 

flying in every direction. Number four happens after I in-

struct the kids that we will only need small amounts of glue. 

IT ALL GOES TO HELL at this point when the young 

modelers start applying copious amounts of glue with the 

brushes that were too large. We have kids painting with the 

glue one young man has rolled his arm through the plate 

and holds his arm up for all to see. Now back to mistake 

number three all of those parts that were strung to the four 

winds are now co-mingled and we have severe material 

shortages. I was prepared as I had cut so many extra parts. 

Now we have a course of, I am missing this part or that part. 

I saw the fear in the eyes of my adult helpers and thought oh 

my god what have I done. 

Two things I learned kids have a different definition of how 

ling 30 seconds is and “you only need just a little bit of 

glue” . 

Well, it all ends well. We struggled through and the kids 

had a good time and I would do it again but with 3 adults to 

1 child ratio. We did have a couple of outstanding model 

builders one young lady and a younger little guy. I learned 

several lessons about working with that many kids that day 

and I survived. And now I had so many leftover parts I can 

build myself a ferry boat.   

Thank you! 

Don 

 

From: Bill Gass 

To: Editor  

Mon, Sept 8  

 

Editor, 

Thanks for sending me the latest addition of the Logbook. 

And  a super congratulations to your club members for their 

awards at the nationals. It’s about time ship modelers got 

the credit they deserve. I live in an area where there aren’t 

many ship modelers. But I continue to hold down the fort. 

By the way, does Eugene Berger model 24/7 ? Thanks 

again for the response. I hope you will continue to send the 

Logbook and maybe some pictures of your projects.  

Thanks Bill Gass 

 

October Cover: 

This month’s cover shows the foredeck of a model of the whaling bark Kate 

Cory as it nears the end of construction. The model was built, almost to comple-

tion, by the late Bill Tuttle of Roanoke, Virginia. If you remember, or if you 

don’t know, we took on the task of finishing the model for his wife in exchange 

for her generous donation of the tools and equipment from his shop—that gear 

has fueled two auctions. The model is nearing completion and a photo collage of 

it will appear in a future issue of the Logbook. The model is scratch built in 1:48 

using the Model Shipways plans.—Ed. 



 

5  

 

 

 

 

 

Nautical term for October 

Ratlines   1. Ropes used as a ladder for scaling the 

rigging. 

 

2. Orderly rows of well-behaved 

rodents preparing to disembark 

from a sinking ship. 

   —Tim. 
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Meeting Minutes,  9-13-25 

While Stewart continues to mend, your minutes are 

being compiled by your tireless Logbook Editor as he 

sits, high atop the mast, looking down on all. Please 

refer all complaints and issues to Stewart. 

There was no formal meeting for September as we 

were enjoying a leisurely outing at the Newport News 

City Park. Following a call —or whistle, really—to 

order the Skipper had two brief announcements con-

cerning model related events or shows before he 

called us all to lunch: 

1.) The 12th Annual Model Boat Show, Saturday, No-

vember 15, 2025. Yes, it’s the show in Oxford, Mary-

land that Gene and Greg have been going to for the 

last several years.  The show runs from 10AM to 4PM  

and you can do it all in one day, if you wish. (see flyer 

on The Wall for more details.) 

2.)  PaxCon 2025. This is an event held by the South-

ern Maryland Scale Modelers, so think of the IPMS 

show only smaller and very regional. Also, as the 

name suggests, this model show is held near the 

Patuxent River Naval Air Station in beautiful South-

ern Maryland. That’s a general location. More specifi-

cally, the event will be held at the Hollywood, Mary-

land Volunteer Fire Department in Hollywood, Mary-

land. It will be on October 4, 2025 and run from 9AM 

to 4PM. And you can also do this vent in one day. (see 

flyer on The Wall for more details, or https://somd-

scalemodelers.club/paxcon-2025/directions-to-

venue/ .) 

After this, there was the usual cueing up to the serving 

line where we all enjoyed hotdogs, Hamburgers, and 

great side dishes and deserts along with some very 

great fellowship.   

Sadly, as your photographer got so cougt up in the 

merriment that he forgot to record the event for poster-

ity, he is being exiled with the Captain’s mast.—Ed. 
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This is a highlight list of some major (and some minor) things on offer: 
 

Wood—Degame billet (2) 31.5 x 4 x 2.5.               sold separately 

              Boxwood (2)   28 x 5.5 x 1.                        sold as a bundle   

              Holly (2) 40 x 5 x 5. sold separately   

R/C kits—Dumas ocean going tug,  about 46”   

                   Elco 80’ PT boat,  about 48” 

                   Scarab speed boat. About 50” 

                   4-pipe Destroyer hull, about 52”  
 

Unimat 3 lathe with accessories          Value -$1200         starting bid…$300.00 

Rope walk, homemade on track, missing tail piece and bobbin 

Shop lights (4), various types 

Makita blade sharpener                      Value -$560            starting bid …$20.00 

Lathe duplicator, Penn-State. fits larger wood lathe 

Preac thickness sander,  with lots of sanding drums.       starting bid …$30.00 

Smith micro torch with gas.                Value -$175            starting bid …$25.00 

American Beauty Resistance solder, w/ accs  V-  $577     starting bid …$50.00 

Microscope w/ accessories                   value-$500              starting bid …$30.00 

Disc sander, Marvin Bryant (2)  

Router bit sets (3) 

Perfect handle screwdriver sets (2)                                     starting bid …$5.00 

Soft touch pliers (set of about 10)                                        starting bid …$20.00 

Foredom rotary tool Model TX w/ foot pedal.  V-$360      starting bid …$40.00  

Foredom rotary tool, older model                                        starting bid …$20.00  

Foredom foot pedal    

Foredom dust collector                            value –$250         starting bid …$25.00                  

Nakanishi evolution FC-64 rotary tool   value –$1000      starting bid …$100.00                  

Ram Moto torch II, needs power cord                                starting bid …$20.00   

Our October Event 

The Auction! 



8  

8  

This is the highlight list of what will be on offer (cont.): 

 Model kits 

Scientific  Constitution 

Woodenboat Catspaw Dinghy 

Seaworthy small ships Coaster 

Model Shipways Norwegian Sailing Pram 

Corel  Leida 

Chesapeake Light Craft  Bevin 

Bluejacket  1/2 hull of Endeavor 

Bluejacket 1/2 hull  Belford Gray 

 

 Hand Planes 

Veritas 05P45.01 skew rabbet plane        value –$302         starting bid …$30.00                  

Lie Nielsen   #7 plane                                value –$500         starting bid …$40.00                  

Bailey  #6 plane                                          value –$300         starting bid …$30.00                  

Stanley  #113 banjo plane                         value –$250         starting bid …$25.00                  

Radius  plane                                             value  – $20            

Bridge City Tools HP-8 plane                   value  –$89          starting bid …$10.00                  

Lie Nielsen   medium shoulder plane       value –$285         starting bid …$28.00                  

Lie Nielsen   skew block plane                  value –$385         starting bid …$38.00                  

Lie Nielsen   small chisel plane                 value –$175         starting bid …$17.00                  

Lie Nielsen   small shoulder plane            value –$235         starting bid …$23.00                  

Lie Nielsen   #1 plane                                 value –$285         starting bid …$28.00                  

Woodcraft mini lathe tools (6)                   

Frog mini lathe tools (8)                             
 

And more....  
 

These are great deals that don’t come around everyday. So, plan your star-

tegery, break open the piggy bank (or get an advance from Santa), and show 

up willing to spend, spend, spend! If you don’t spend, you don’t buy. You don’t 

want to see this stuff show up on Marketplace because you were afraid to meet 

the minimum... Show your support for the HRSMS by opening your wallets 

and letting the moths fly. 
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Its Deja-Vu, all over again! The transatlantic 

liner S.S. United States has begun the transformation 

from a ship into to reef and diving attraction. Her most 

iconic and visible features, her stacks and mast, were 

removed last month in preparation of the vessel’s final 

configuration.  The stacks and her mast will form the 

basis of a land attraction and museum. The facility, in 

Okaloosa County, Florida, will feature the 65-foot 

funnels and the mast (you can see how in the archi-

tect’s renderings). The following page shows images 

of the de-construction and transport. —Ed. 
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October 2025 
 

This month, in lieu of a “What’s Happening” at the 

Mariners’ Museum, Ron has supplied information 

from the SS United States Conservancy. The conserv-

ancy follows activity and events related to the famous 

liner. If you are interested in this, then please join the 

conservancy at www.ssusc.org. I think you’ll find it 

worthwhile. Meanwhile, here are some things gleaned 

from their newsletters: 

 Special Supporters Lecture (on 

Zoom). Topics related to ship-

ping, ship building,. This past 

month they hosted journalist 

Doug Most who spoke about 

his new book Launching Liber-

ty: The Epic Race to Build the 

Ships that Took America to 

War.   

 The band Jimmy and the Par-

rots paid homage to SS United States at a recent 

concert in New Jersey. And, no, it’s not that Jim-

my. This lead singer is none other than Jimmy 

Maraventano. The song  “Symbol of America” can 

be found on YouTube. 

  County Roads magazine featured the SS United 

States and former passenger Pam Paflas in a trave-

log about mari-

time attractions in 

Mobile, Al. Paflas 

showed her col-

lection of old din-

ner cruise menus. 

 A blog called 

“The Captain’s 

Table” recently focused on classic liners and the 

golden age of ocean travel. In addition to recount-

ing William Francis Gibbs naval architect career, 

much attention was paid to the “Big U’s exception-

al engineering”, her state-of-the-art propulsion sys-

tem and extensive safety features.  

 The SS United States inspires artists: A gallery in 

Philadelphia opened a show featuring paintings of 

the ship done by  Brooklyn based Kelly Micca.    

 Big U model steals the show. Nuff said. 

 A United States 

Lines advertise-

ment from 73 

years ago. Time 

magazine, August 

4, 1952 edition. 

. 

 

There is a lot of neat 

information to be 

found at the Conserv-

ancy. Check it out. —

ED. 
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Your opportunity to talk about the photograph. 

If you know anything about the image, sent that 

information in to the Mystery Photo.  All re-

plies will be blended into an interesting essay. 

 

Also, If you have a photograph that asks these 

questions: who, what, when, where, and why, 

send it on to the Logbook editor for considera-

tion as a future Mystery Photo. Do not send an 

explanation with the photograph as I like to 

play the game too. After it is published in the 

Logbook, you can send in your explanation for 

inclusion in the defining essay.—Ed. 

Mystery Photo 
If you know the answer, contact John 

Cheevers by mail, text, or Email 
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They were a group of ships called pre-

dreadnoughts—but that descriptive came after the 

fact. As a group, the first eight armored capital ships 

in the US Navy, while called battleships, were not 

very engaging. In the grand scheme of things, they 

were little more than monitors and are considered a 

mere evolutionary step toward a true ocean-going 

battleship. In fact, Congress authorized these vessels 

as “seagoing coast line battleships.”  In their time, 

they could probably hold their own against an adver-

sary, but technology was changing so fast that they 

were quickly outclassed. These eight ships were built 

so close together that it was difficult if not impossible 

to incorporate operational experience into the follow–

on ships. They seem more like test beds to demon-

strate differing design philosophies in how and 

where these ships would be used in battle. The 

first two are now classified by the U.S. Navy as 

Second Class Battleships, the next six are now 

classified as Pre-Dreadnought Battleships.  

This month’s Mystery Photo shows one of a 

class of two that would be numbers seven and 

eight in this group. Their design, with the long 

row of casemated guns, represents an almost 

anachronistic throwback to a previous era of na-

val ship design. That is not entirely true but its 

appearance says so to me. While the viewer sees 

this, they also see an unusual double stacked tur-

ret arrangement,  that combined with the long case-

mate, produced an odd-looking, unusual ship.  

But that is not why we have this month’s Mystery 

Photo, it is merely an introduction to the vessel and 

its history. The vessel you see (above) bears little re-

semblance to its original configuration and, apparent-

ly, fooled everyone. There were no “real” 

comments  or answers to the Mystery, only a 

musing from a dedicated civilian who pon-

dered about the large flat bridge face and the 

round structure located just aft. At least they 

looked.  

The ship does look very much like an anachro-

nism—not unlike the battleship that I men-

tioned above. To the trained and un-trained 

eye, you can see an old style hull with a prom-

inent ram bow fitted with an unremarkable 

bridge and very large crane and boom pedes-

tal. The vessel is tied to a pier, and at the next 

pier there appears—to the trained eye—the 

back half of a U.S. Navy 4 stack destroyer. 

The destroyer offers scale to the floating 

crane. And calling it a floating crane should 

give the Mystery away.   
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Because that’s what it is. Officially designated as 

USS Kearsarge AB-1 in 1920, the vessel was re-

named  U.S. Crane Ship No. 1 in 1941 to free up the 

name for new construction. The vessel, USS 

Kearsarge BB-5, was built at Newport News Ship-

building and Dry Dock Company and commissioned  

in 1900.  

As a battleship, the vessel was probably thoroughly 

obsolete before commissioning, but nevertheless  

served in a front line capacity, off and on, for about 

20 years. In 1920 she was taken in hand by the Phila-

delphia Naval Ship Yard  for conversion into a crane 

ship. As such, she was stripped to the main deck, had 

her armor and turrets 

removed, was struc-

turally rearranged a 

bit internally, and 

huge blisters were 

added to the hull for 

stability. Atop the 

main deck a huge ro-

tating, 250 ton capac-

ity carne was added 

along with a resting 

pedestal for the 

boom, and a crude, 

rudimentary bridge 

was added for navi-

gation.    

The ship retained her 

power plant and en-

gines and was able to move herself to a 

limited degree to where needed. Later, her 

main engines were disabled and her pro-

pellers were removed. (There is an inter-

esting, undated photograph of her transit-

ing the Panama Canal  with the aid of two 

tugs on the next page.) 
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The vessel performed heavy lifting for the Navy 

on the East Coast for the next 25 years. Some of 

her notable events included “the raising of the 

submarine USS Squalus in 1939 and handling 

guns, turrets, armor, and other heavy lifts for 

vessels such as Indiana, Alabama, Savannah, 

Chicago, and Pennsylvania.”    

In  1945 she transited the Panama Canal for the 

San Francisco Naval Shipyard to perform heavy 

lift operations in support of aircraft carrier con-

struction, repair and conversion.   

“In 1948 she left the West Coast 

for the Boston Naval Shipyard. 

On 22 June, 1955 her name was 

struck from the Naval Vessel 

Register, and she was sold for 

scrap on 9 August.” 

Very steam-punkish. An interest-

ing model she would make.—Ed.  
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PTSD All hands; 

Lend a hand... 
 

Member John Jones is making these 

small hand carved birds for veterans 

who are in need as anti suicide support 

items. They are a tactile reminder to 

those in trouble that help is just a phone 

call away. On the bottom is the phone 

number for the suicide and crisis 

hotline. Help is just three easy num-

bers away—988. 

 

I hope you all continue to help John 

Jones make these birds —Ed. 

Making a charcuterie board.  
If you plan on serving a Scandinavian style charcute-

rie tray, why not use your wood working talents to 

fashion the board (tray) in a shape reminiscent of the 

Viking knife...sort of a forged cleaver style knife. 

Oden would be proud.  

Here is a design that evokes the Viking tradition of 

the Ulu knife while allowing enough space to pack on 

the treats that keep the invading hoards satisfied. Let 

your imagination go wild and creative juices flow. 

Size it as you need; use up some of your off-cuts and 

scraps, and  finish it off with food safe mineral oil. 

Bon-appetite. —Ed. 

A message from your Taco Stand 

Fall cleaning is in order 

Those of us who work in the Taco Stand are guilty of mission creep—the slow moving, 

gradual kind, not the “you give me the willies” kind of creep as you might initially 

think. This creep allows the space is fill over time. And I’m not talking about with mod-

el builds and ongoing projects—it’s all the other stuff. I might be the most guilty of this 

creep as I am always bringing in things that I think are useful or could be useful in the 

future. But it’s time to alleviate the problem. So I ask that we each take the time and 

select things that should be purged from the shelves and drawers and cabinets. I will 

bring in a big box where we can put in things that we think are surplus. Then, with an-

other, smaller box, we can place things from the larger box that need to be kept. We 

could dedicate the month of November to this task, and at the end of the month items 

that remain in the large box will be correctly dispositioned.  Comments? 
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Club gear:   

If you need a shirt, hat, or name badge, be sure to see 

either Ryland Craze or Tim Wood. They have all the 

details on what’s available; pricing and so forth. And I 

will say that most of the gear comes with our embroi-

dered logo  

Or you can search the website for info. Simply 

type “hat” in the search window... 

Caelan’s Corner 

Our young and up and coming new modeler has estab-

lished his first model shipyard. He worked hard helping 

his parents clean up and organize their garage. So in a 

quiet corner he installed a desk they found at the ReStore 

and he set about organizing his tools and projects. I like 

it when a plan comes together. —Ed.  
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The Wall (Bulkhead) 

All we are is just... 

October 4, 2025 
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The Deckplate  
    JANUARY  2025 

11 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum  

Nomination of officers 

Presentation:   

 

FEBRUARY  2025 
8 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum  

7 National Fettuccine Alfredo Day 

Election of officers  

Presentation:  

MARCH  2025 
8 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum 

14 π Day  

9/10 Battle of Hampton Roads Weekend at the MM 

Presentation:  Auction 

 

April  2025 
12 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum  

22 Earth Day / 26 Arbor Day 

26 Model Boat Show, Deltaville 

Presentation: Bill Fox—“A Century on the Jamestown 

Ferry.”  

  

MAY  2025 
10 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum 

21 Talk like Yoda Day  

Presentation:  Dave Chelmow...Using and Sharpening chisels 

 

JUNE  2025 
14 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum 

22 Sips and Trips at the Museum 

Presentation:  Kevin Ritton—”Making your Own Rope; and That 

extra Level of Detail.”  

 

 

JULY  2025 
12 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum  

Presentation: Hank Ghittino—”A Sailmaker’s Pro-

ces.”  
 

AUGUST  2025 
9 HRSMS Monthly meeting:  

Presentation:  Ron Lewis—Let’s Take it from the Bottom: Build-

ing the iconic Chesapeake Bay Skipjack.” 
6-9 IPMS-USA National Convention 

Hampton Roads Convention Center, Hampton 

28 National Bow Tie Day 

       

SEPTEMBER 2025 
13 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Picnic Newpor t News City 

Park  

19 Talk like a Pirate Day  

Presentation: Picnic At Newport News City 

Park….Shelter #1 
 

OCTOBER 2025 
11 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum 

Presentation:  Auction...part two! 
 

NOVEMBER  2025 
8 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum  

Presentation: Charles Landrum...TBA 

 

DECEMBER  2025 
13 HRSMS Monthly Meeting: Mar iners’ Museum  

Presentation: Greg Harrington...TBA 

  Visit us at our webpage: 

  WWW.HRSMS.ORG. You’ll be glad you did! 


